GUIDE TO LUK-LUK
+ Night-time hangouts

+ Food finds along the MRT line
+ Capturing Malaysia’s design history

KUALA LUMPUR - ratonesPeranakante
— I/,

1) - N f
, (‘7@\3 O @Y% Bl As featured in
*ﬁ BIG __ Time Out Kuala Lumpur
~ NIGHT ¢
out

{3* «The hottest live mu
«Wher tfl d the b tgl th kl )
nnnnnnnnnn
\)A

Em Q & C@
\ \( ~f fgl v




/,:, oasia

| FAR EAST




The Peranakan Club Suite
inVillage Hotel Katong

KATONG ISN'TATYPICALTOURIST DESTINATION.
Asuburban area dominated by low-lying
residential buildings, refurbished shoplots
and malis from the '70s, Katongappears out
ofsyncwith Singapore’s rapid and dynamic
progress. Butthose seekingto dig deeper
into the nation’s Eurasian and Peranakan
culture and heritage will find Katong filled
with little gems that make it worth spending
theday here.

Katong's history

What wasoncea fishingvillage, the Katong
area houses Singapore's largest remaining
assemblage of Peranakan architecture,
havingoncebeen theidyllicseaside area
wherewealthy Peranakans and Eurasians
builttheirvillas and mansions. Since the
1960s, Katong has ded fromi id;

Where to stay

One ofthe best places to explore Katong
from istheVillage Hotel Katong (25 Marine
Parade. +656344 2200/stayfareast.com).It’s
housed in the same building as Paramount
Hotel, alandmarkbuilding in the '70sbefore
Far East Hospitality took over the reins in
2013, renamed it Katong V and spent SGD30
million torefurbish itintoan upscale mixed
development comprising athree-storey
retail malland 12-storey hotel. Much of the
building'sstructure remains untouched -
thetiled exterior, low-ceilinged retail mall
(now occupied by a FairPrice supermarket,
cafésandboutique shops) and single-file
escalators recall atime when Singapore was
barelyinitsteens. Inside the hotel, however,
the Peranakan-inspired rooms have been

front all the way to East Coast Park following
the government’sland reclamation efforts.
Today, Katongcontinuestobearichman’s
area - explaining theold buildings, easier-
goingtraffic and sparsely located train
stationsthat are two tothree kilometres
away from each other.

ely refurbished to providethe
modern necessitiesand luxuriesof tourists
or families seeking aquick getaway from
Singapore’s hustle and bustle.

Uncovering
Katong’s
secrets

Not many people would think tospend aday
inKatong,butasJohn Lim discovers, there’sa
lot more totheareathan itsfamouslaksa

LaksaJanggut

way around Singapore. Those with more
cashtosplurgecanopt forthe 41sgm-large
Peranakan ClubSuite, which hasenough
spacetoincludeabalcony and bathtub next
tothebed togive you an unobstructed view of
the TVscreen -afterall, what’sluxuryifyou
can't take abath while watching live sports?

Whatto eat

You can'texperience Katong without having
Katong Laksa. The milky white soup noodle
dishisatype of laksalemak, with the noodles
cutintobite-sized lengths that youcan eat
withjustaspoon - no chopsticks needed,
norarethey provided (asking fora pair will
getyoua puzzled stare). Those seekingthe
original Katong Laksa will need to gotoRoxy
Square, where the LaksaJanggutstall (50 East
Coast Road) hasbeen servingthedish since
1950s, and whose founder, named Janggut’
after his protrudingstrands of facialmole
hair,came up with theideaof cutting up the

Aside fromthe usual ities, the dl
hotelalsoprovidesacell phonethatoffers
i y4G internet, allowing you

tomake calls back home and navigate your

Thesoup hereislighter compared
totheother versions of Katong Laksa served
inSingapore, most notably by 328 Katong
Laksa(51 East Coast Road), whichclaimsto
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bethecountry’s ‘No 1laksa’ after beating
Gordon Ramsay in alaksa cook-off organised
by the SingTel Hawker Heroes Challenge.
Katong’s food scene ismore than just
laksa, however:justacross thestreet from
Katong V isthe Birds of Paradise Gelato
Boutique (63 East Coast Road. +659678
6092/fb.com/bopgelato) which specialises
inall-natural flavours you wouldn’t find
elsewhere. Two flavoursthat got our
attention was Spiced Pear and Masala, the
former arefreshing combination of pears,
cinnamonandstaranise, whilethe latteris
agelato version ofthe spiced tea found at
Indian eateries. Other best-selling flavours
are Strawberry Basil, White
Chrysanthemumand

to the Kim Choo Boutique Gallery (60 Joo Chiat
Place. +65 6344 0830/kimchoo.com), which
isrun by Kim Choo Kueh Chang, a family
businessselling Nyonya rice dumplings at
outletsin Joo Chiat Placeand East Coast
Road. The family also runsTheArtiste
Residency (106.Joo Chiat Place), whichis
whereyou'll find Edmond Wong - athird-
generation family member runningthe
businessalongside his twoolderbrothers -
conducting in-house guided tours, cooking
workshopsand collaborating withthe arts
community to produce Peranakan-inspired
playsand art productions.
Another placetodrop by isThe Intan (69 Joo
Chiat Terrace. +65 64401148/
the-intan.com), ashophouse

VanillaFig, which allgo Th residence owned by Alvin
wellwith the house-made 0se Yappthatwasawardeda
thyme-infused ice cream seeklngto private-museum status

cone. Forthose who need
their nasi lemak fix, head
to Ponggol Nasi Lemak Centre
(238 Tanjong Katong Road),

digdeeper
intothe

by the National Heritage
Board in2011. The genesis
of the museum was almost
accidental -itstarted when

where you can have Chinese- naﬁon’s Alvin started displaying
style nasilemakwithslices = his extensive collection
ofluncheon meat, Nyonya E“raSlan of Peranakan furniture,
acarpicklesand fried dried and costumes and trinkets
shrimp. afterreturning from living
Peranakan abroad in 2006 - although he
Whattodo culmre and emphasisesthisis‘notafull-
Katongisanareasteeped timejob, it’s merely a hobby’.
with Peranakan and heﬂtaym“ Guided tours need to be made

Eurasian history, whichis
bestexperienced by visiting
lesserknown museums,
galleriesand heritage
centres. Start offwitha visit

timeoutkd.com September 2017

find Katong
filled with
little gems

inadvance, andends with
eithera Peranakan-themed
dinnerortea.
Tounderstand the history
and heritage of Singapore’s

A

Eurasian community, visit the Eurasian
Heritage Centre (139 Ceylon Road. +65 6447
1578/eurasians.org.sg), which housesa small
butinformative museum thatdetailsthe
history of Singapore’s Eurasian ity
from the1500s, through to the turbulent
timesof Japanese-occupied World Warll,
and how they helped shape Singapore’s
culture, artsand administrative structure.
Visitors can drop by for free, but you can
aska local volunteer to guide you through
theexhibition foranominal fee of SGD5 per
person. Once you're done with the exhibit,
dropby Quentin’s (139 Ceylon Road. +65
63480327/quentins.com.sg) below foran
authentic Eurasian meal.

EdmondWong, in front of
TheAtiste Residency




Best things to do in Katong, Singapore
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